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Roundtable Dialogue Series on Sports for Employment  
Roundtable Dialogue 2: Guwahati, Assam (8th May 2016) 
 
Venue: Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship (An initiative under the 
Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Govt. of India), Near 
Game Village, Lalmati, Guwahati  
 
Participants Profile: Institutional sports skills builders, Sports academies 
and clubs, schools, coaches, athletes having performed and won medals at 
national and international levels, academicians, researchers, policy 
builders. 
 
Background 
The sport industry today is not only exciting but it is a lucrative and continually 
growing segment of the entertainment, arts, and recreation industry. As a global 
industry that attracts passionate fans, spectators and players throughout the 
world, sports have an enormous impact on people’s lives through education, 
diplomacy, personal achievement, business and overall entertainment. It is 
estimated that the sports industry globally generates between $400 and $425 
billion in revenue annually. Many more billions are generated through related 
industries such as hospitality, event management, and fitness/recreation. 
Segments of the sports industry offer additional avenues for varying career 
paths. For example, sports marketing might include a number of areas from 
product placement, celebrity endorsement, sponsorship sales, merchandising, 
corporate relations, sales activation, and a host of other activities. Numerous 
opportunities and resources exist in both the public and private sector for 
anyone looking to break into this dynamic field.  
In the Indian context, it may already be apparent that India is moving out of the 
shadows and beginning to take noticeable steps into the sports arena.   However 
there is an absence of support system in sports i.e. right kind of coaches, 
academy, event managers, sports goods manufacturers, infrastructure managers 
and developers, administrators, sports scientist, physiotherapists, sponsorship 
experts and so on. Hence there is a demand of sports experts from outside India.  
On the other hand 78% of the children who join school show some interest and 
often, good aptitude for one sport or the other than anything else but they don’t 
pursue their passion because of lack of encouragement and lack of career 
opportunities.  In India, there will be 1.33 million new sports persons by 2017 
which implies India will require a staggering 0.3 Million sports personnel 
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(support staff) in sports sector. It is now time to revive sports education with a 
holistic approach of training, and fulfil the demand of skilled personnel and 
provide opportunities to youth by giving them right direction and orientation.   
Challenge areas are the lack of professional training or evaluation and therefore, 
lower skills and no acceptability for workforce. Also, most courses are outdated 
and need to be redesigned. There is lack of linkage with the industry. This 
results in poor quality, and most importantly, huge attrition rates because the 
typical sports enthusiast does not see a clearly mapped career linked with 
his/her personal growth through the right kind of training. Though there are 
courses being offered through various physical education and sports institutions 
across diploma, bachelors/ masters/PhD. but these courses do not cover skill 
development relating to the sector need and there is a disconnect between 
requirement of industry, training provided and skills available.   
It is important that key stakeholders in the industry and experts in India should 
work towards setting up a strong base and it calls for a consultative process by 
means of a National Series of Roundtable Dialogue on Sports for Employment.  
A total of 78 Nos. half a day roundtable dialogues shall be conducted in 
different areas across India in order to interact and collect relevant data from a 
variety of stakeholders connecting the demand and supply sides.  
The first such dialogue in this national series was held in the state of Manipur 
most popular for its sporting achievements. The roundtable dialogue was held in 
collaboration with Bosconet (Don Bosco) at the Bosco Magaal campus in 
Imphal on 6th May 2016. 
 
 
ROUNDTABLE PROGRAM: 
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Proceedings of the conference:   

Speaker: Mr. Sumit Kumar Agarwal, 
Principal Associate, Tanjun Associates and 
Founder of National Archive of Useful 
Knowledge Resources and Initiates for 
Skills (NAUKRIS)  

• Mr. Agarwal made the welcome 
address to all guests, speakers and 
representatives from the media.  

• He explained the rationale behind 
organising the Roundtable dialogue 
series, an effort made for the first time 
to connect with existing sports 
professional working in the 
grassroots, aspirants who want to 
enter into the industry as trainers, 
coaches, educators, entrepreneurs, 
curriculum providers or employers 
who have established their businesses/ services somewhere in the 
demand-supply chain of the sports, physical education, fitness and leisure 
sector.    

• He introduced consortium associates and their representatives.  
• A special welcome was given to the young Wushu champion of Assam, 

Ms. Lopamudra Gohain Dev who won one gold and one bronze medal 
representing Assam at the 15th Sub Junior National Championship held in 
Haridwar in March 2016. She had also won two silver and one bronze 
medals at the 12th Sub Junior Assam State Championship held in Tezpur, 
Assam in June 2016.     
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Speaker: Wing Cdr. Satish Aparajit, 
CEO, SPEFL-SC 

Wing Cdr. Satish introduced the SPEFL-
SC and its assigned role in providing skills 
to youth in the sports, fitness and leisure 
sector. This session was a highly 
interactive session and attendees tried to 
clear their doubts on how training partners 

would benefit, the affiliation procedure, PMKVY scheme, assessments and 
standards to be followed.   

Speaker: Rekha Dey, India Director, 
Sports Education Development Australia 
(SEDA) 

• She introduced the Australian 
system of vocational education in 
sports, fitness and recreation sector 
and the way SEDA India is trying 
to build similar programs in India.  

• She mentioned about the successful 
grassroots program of Federation of Football Australia (FFA) and the 
immense contribution of community sports coaches in making the club 
level sports a success. SEDA is an implantation partner of FFA in 
addition to several other sports federations in Australia.  

 



!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! ! ! !
!

!

Key statements/suggestions made by attendees: 

• Representatives from Assam 
Football Association suggested 
that football being the most 
popular sport in the north east, 
community level coaches should 
be developed and certified by 
SPEFL-SC. 

• The river Brahmaputra alone can 
offer variety of adventure sports 
and has huge potential for 
employing people in sports and tourism/ leisure related activities.  

• Mr. Samrat Dev, Lopamudra’s father mentioned that north east people are 
naturally talented in various forms of martial arts; however, professional 
growth of athletes is not assured. He suggested that SPEFL-SC should 
collaborate with sports associations and Sports Authority of India to 
ensure attractive careers in sports both as sportspersons as well as 
progression of athletes to various kinds of sports related professions. 
Only then parents will encourage their children to participate in sports. 

• Dr. Sriparna Baruah from the Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship (IIE) 
stated that IIE has recently organised Business Incubation Training on 
Adventure Tourism for the prospective youth on adventure tourism 
enterprises in NER. 

• North East India has an incredible prospect to promote tourism industries 
through adventure sports. The major trekking routes in northeast India 
include all the eight states including Sikkim. This provides a rare 
wilderness experience. There are countless trekking routes that have been 
recently opened for the trekking enthusiasts. For an enthusiastic leisure 
seeker, only a few destinations in the world would match the dimensions 
of the northeast India. She expressed her gratitude to the SPEFL-SC to 
have collaborated with IIE to host this conference. She mentioned that IIE 
will look at exploring ways to collaborate with SPEFL-SC and jointly 
provide qualifications in sports fitness and leisure related vocations. 
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• The main roundtable was followed by a three-hour session with school 
children from different schools of Guwahati. Wg. Cdr. Satish Aparajit 
interacted with the students at length to learn about their intereset in 
sporting activities; their career choices and how sports and adventure 
activities could well become one of the better career choices. 

• There were also many older participants from other vocational courses 
being run at the Institute of Entrepreneurship and an infectious 
enthusiasm was noticed among many of the participants to become 
adventure sports trainees and eventually training providers. 
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Key Occupational Takeaways  

It was unanimously agreed that beyond the sports of football and cricket, Assam 
has immense potential to develop variety of adventure sports: 

Angling or fishing is a popular sport in 
Assam. The Brahmaputra river and its 
tributaries offer one with the best 
opportunities for angling. The Manas 
river, Jia Bhorali and Kapili are the 
natural habitat of fishes. Subansiri 
River also offers tourists with the 
opportunity of Angling. It is famous for 
the mahseer. On can have the best 
fishing of Mahseer in the Subansiri river.  

Mountaineering: Assam state 
comprises of both hilly and plain 
areas. There are hillocks, mountains 
and valleys of innumerable numbers in 
Assam offering excellent opportunity 
for mountaineering and trekking. 
Many tourists can opt for 

mountaineering and trekking in the north of Cachar Hills and Karbi hills. 

Para sailing and Hang gliding: Para 
Sailing is an important sport of Assam. 
Para Sailing is also offered by the 
Assam Tourism Department 
Corporation. Tourists can enjoy para 
sailing in the North Guwahati area of 
Assam. The state also offers good 
facilities for hand gliding. The ideal 
places for hang gliding 
are Kamakhya Hills and hills around Kaziranga. 
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River Adventure Cruise – Brahmaputra offers opportunity to develop river 
cruise down from Ninging to Dhubri.  

Boat Racing - Boat racing is a very popular sport of the state. People very often 
organise boat racing during festive occasions at places like Hajo, Saulkuchi, 
Barpeta, Guwahati etc. The involvement of the masses in this sport can be 
compared with the snake-boat racing in Kerala. 

River Rafting -The mighty river 
Brahmaputra and its turbulent tributaries 
like Manas, Jia Bhoroli and Kapili offer 
immense scope for River Rafting.  
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1. Narengi in Guwahati 
2. Army Rhino Club of Misa in Nagaon 
3. Planters Club of Jorhat 
4. Gymkhana Club, Thaora Tea Estate in Dibrugarh 
5. Moran Planters Club, Kanjikhowa in Dibrugarh 
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6. Panitola Planters Club in Dibrugarh 
7. Jaloni Club in Duliajan 
8. Digboi and Margherita Club in Tinsukia 
9. Dhansiri Polo Club in Golaghat 

Mountain Biking - The 
hilly terrain offers a very 
good challenge to 
Mountains Bikers. The 
Assam Tourism 
Department in 
collaboration with The 
Assam Tourism 
Development Corporation 
and other adventure 
organizations have 
organized several bicycle and motorbike rallies in and outside the state. Several 
foreign groups including individual tourists have visited the state for the same. 
However, there lies immense potential to further develop this sport.  

Equestrian -Assam is the ideal destination for those who love horses and horse 
riding. At Purvi Discovery one can avail well equipped stable of mounts that are 
available to ride. There are tour operators who are experienced in the 
management of equestrian programmes having organised events including 
international level competitions.  

Traditional Sports: Assam has several traditional sports out of which the most 
popular are: 

• Hoi-Gudu 
• Tang-Guti 
• Bagh Mekuri 
• Kite flying 
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List of key participants at the roundtable: 

S. No. Name  Organization 
1 Uday Borgohain Assamiya Khabar Guwahati-18 

2 Ankur Dutta Hony. Secretary assam football association 
3 Wungthwg Keishing Magic Bus India Foundation Guwahati 
4 N. Dhiraj Singha Magic Bus India Foundation 
5 Mriganka Sarmah Assam mountain Eering Association 
6 Ashok Kumar Jhuria Assam mountain Eering Association 

7 Biswa Jyoti Hojai 
Assam Rock & Sports Climbing 
Association 

8 Arupjyoti Choudhary 
Assam Rock & Sports Climbing 
Association 

9 Jayanta Boro Archery association of assam- President 
10 Navajyoti  Archery association of assam 
11 Ranjan K Baruh North East Youth Foundation 
12 Bhagirath Das Asha Foundatiojn 
13 Denish Brahma Hazarika LNIPE NERC Guwahati 
14 Meriline Gogoi LNIPE NERC Guwahati 
15 Mrinalesh Choudhury LNIPE NERC Guwahati 
16 Samrat Dev Noonmati Guwahati 
17 P. Varu Insprex 
18 Lydia Lhouvum Magic Bus India Foundation, Assam 
19 Anil Prasad Indo global social service society, Assam 
20 Manas Das  Assam table tennis association  
21 Dhoniram Kahito Assam table tennis association  
22 Pulin Saha Asomiya  
23 Bidhan Das Director of Sports 
24 Nital Deka  Pratidin Time 
25 Sanjeeb Kalita Dainik Purvoday 
26 Gautam Choby Assam Handball Association 
27 Shasank Choudhary IIE, Guwahati 
28 Lokamanash Adhikary  IIE, Guwahati 
29 Shri A.K. Barrah IIE, Guwahati 
30 Dr. S. B. Baruas IIE, Guwahati 
31 Gunajit Deka IIE, Guwahati 
32 Pranas Kalita IIE, Guwahati 
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