
RECREATING EMPLOYMENT IN A DISASTER RAVAGED MOUNTAIN STATE 
Opportunities & Challenges for Uttarakhand 

 
THE NEW “WORLD’S HIGHEST MOTORABLE ROAD” 

IS IN UTTARAKHAND & ONLY 560 KM FROM NEW DELHI 
 
Uttarakhand is overflowing with employment opportunities in the adventure tourism sector that can go a 
long way in harnessing the rapidly migrating population. 
Other than the existing islands of adventure based mostly around Rishikesh, there lies an abundance of 
possibilities in the higher reaches. 

The Badrinath-Ghastoli-Manapass route is one 
such jewel of an opportunity. It is the worlds 
highest motorable road. Yes! It is higher than the 
world famous Khardung-la pass in Ladakh and less 
than half the distance from the International 
airport at Delhi. 
However, being a critical border area it may not be 
best to open it to regular motor traffic. A good plan 
built around mountain biking and regulated 
motorcycling can prove to be a significant livelihood 
earner for the local people as well as a superb 
branding initiative for Uttakhand Tourism. 
This is an initiative that the Uttarakhand government 
must take a serious look at. The proposition is a win-

win for all in terms of economic, social, market-value and branding output. 
There is already a substantial presence of the armed forces in the area, which makes it easier to extend 
emergency and other human facilities to the trekkers/bikers/cyclists. However, the state will have to 
build small support resources along the way and put together some basic infrastructure. This itself can be 
done on a PPP mode with the community and tracking of efficient operations could possibly be 
outsourced to the forces. It will also need streamlining of the permit process, which is right now in the 
hands of three separate authorities. 
A single season of medium traffic can safely sustain a large 
number of local enterprises and positively boost employment 
in the area. There will be an immediate need for tour & 
camping guides, porters, cooks, equipment hire, ration & 
nutritional suppliers, paramedics, mule owners, maintenance 
persons etc. followed by a regular boost to local handicraft 
makers, fruit processors and eatery owners. 
The presence of an adventure-tourism opportunity will also 
stretch the existing pilgrim based seasonal economy by at 
least two months a year, which is a 35% jump in the available employment opportunity for the entire 
region right down to Rishikesh. 
The area has the potential to become a training ground for personnel from other such opportune areas in 
Uttarakhand and a systematic skill development initiative can be dovetailed with this initiative for 
preparing manpower for high-adventure in the entire state. 
In short, opening of the Badrinath-Ghastoli-Mana Pass route will be a game changer for 
Uttarakhand and take it from being mostly a domestic tourist destination to a World-famous 
adventure-tourism destination. 
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